
Don Bazett

The geotcchnical community and society in general lost an
extraordinary individual with the passing of Don Bazett. Don
was an outstanding geotechnical engineer and a truly great
human being. As many of his col leagues have expressed, to
work with him was always a pleasure and a chal lenge. He
rvas the epitome of a professional and a true gentleman.

Don received his appl ied science degrec in civi l  engineer-
ing f iorn the University of Toronto in 1949. He then took
post-graduate training in soi l  mechanics at London Univer-
sity in England, whcrc he developed a deep respect for and
knowlcdge of f 'undanrental soi l  bchaviour. Start ing out as a
soi ls engineer with Geo. Wimpey & Co. in the United King-
dorn, he then worked fbr Ontario Hydro from 1955 to 1963
on rnany projects, f inal ly as Supervising Engineer in their
soi l  rnechanics laboratory. From 1963-1986 he was with
CBA Engineering, Vancouver, as Vice-President and man-
ager of the Geotechnical Engineering Department. Since 1987
hc was a special ist consultant maintaining his own off ice.

During his long career, Don participated in many national and
intemational projects that often involved multidisciplinary eflorts,
such as power projects, including the St. Lawrence Power Project,
thc Niagara Pumpcd Storage Reservoiq and the Keenlyside
(Anow) Danr, and water resourcc projects in Brazil, Belize, Ni-
geria, and Tanzrnia. He also designed or reviewed the foundations
lbr many largc bridgcs in the Vancouver area, including thc
Knight Strcct Bridge, AIex Fraser Bridge, Mission Bridge, and
thc proposed Burrard Inlet Crossing, as well as thc Confederation
Bridge l inking Prince Edward lsland and New Brunswick.

Don's contr ibutions to thc geotechnical profession and ad-
vanccrncnt in Canada wcre ir trmense, not only in tcrms of
thc projccts that he worked on, but also in the way that he
rncntorcd his col leagues. The sharing and passing on of ex-
pericnce was vcry important to Don. As an engineer one did
not work/br Don, one worked with hi lm. Many dist inguished
cnginccrs have acknowledged the honour, pleasure, grat i-
tudc, and benefi t  of having the opportunity of knowing Don
and working with him. Don was always thinking about how
thc soi l  was actual ly going to behave, and he was passionate
about prccedent and cxperience. He always questioned
things, not because he did not l ike innovation but because he
always insisted that dcsign be based on a broad, sound, and
lundamental basis. He had to be completely satisf ied with
thc soundncss and constructabi l i ty of a design.

Vcry important and signif icant contr ibutions were made
duc to Don's involvement on various committees relat ing to
thc geotcchnical community and with the Canodian
Geotechnical Jottrnal (CGJ). Hc was one of the founders of
the CCJ, an Associate Editor for I  I  ycars, and was Editor
lronr 1975 to 1980. Don was always keenly and sincerely in-
terested in the well  being of the CGJ. He had a key inf luence
on i t ,  developing a priori ty for papers with practical rele-
vancc and for publ ishing case records of engineering pro-
jccts ofprimary intercst and benefi t  to practicing engineers.

While Don Bazett wi l l  be remembered for his profcssional
contr ibutions, his legacy wil l  be in tenns of being a sincere,
warm gentleman of uncompron.rising honesty and integrity.
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La communaute de g6otechnique et la soci i td dans son

ensemble ont perdu un rnernbre adr.nirable lorsquc est decidd
Don Bazett. Don dtait un ingdnieLr gdotechnicicn de haut calibre
et un homme mervei l leux. Comme plusieurs de ses col legues
I 'ont dit ,  travai l ler d ses c6t6s 6tait  toujours un plaisir et un
ddfi  :  i l  dtait  le professionnalisme et la genti l lesse incarnds.

Don a regu son baccalaurdat en gdnie civil de la University
of Toronto en 1949. Il a ensuite fait dcs dtudes supdrieurcs en
mdcanique des sols d la London University. en Angletcrrc,
oi i l  a acquis un prolbnd respect et une sol idc connalssance
du comportcment fondamental des sols. D'abord engagc d Geo.
Wimpey & Co, au Royaumc-Uni, i r  t i t re d' ingenieur dcs sols,
i l  a cuvrd d Hydro Ontario de 1955 e 1963 sur divcrs projcts
avant de devenir ing6nieur superviseur dans le laboratoirc de
mdcanique des sols de cet organisme. De 1963 i1986, i l  a
travai l ld auprds de CBA Engineering, d Vancouver, d t i tre de
vice-prdsident et de chefdu d6partement dc gdnie giotechnique.
Depuis 1987, il travaillait d son con.rpte, cn qualitc dc consultant.

Pendant sa ffuctueuse carridre, Don a participi d dc nonrbreux
projets nationaux et internationaux col laborati f is. On pcnsc ici
aux projets d'hydrodlectricitd tels que lc projet hydroilcctrique du
St. Laurent, lc rdservoir de la centrale d rdscrve ponrpie dc
Niagara et le barrage Keenlyside (Arrow) ainsi que des projcts de
ressources hydriques du Brdsi l ,  du Bcl ize, du Nigir ia ct de la
Tanzanie. l l  a aussi dlabord ou examind lcs fondations dc
nombreux ponts dc la r6gion de Vancouver, y contpris lc pont
Knight Street, Ic pont Alcx Frascr, lc pont Mission ct la travemc
propos6e^de Burrard Inlet sans oublicr le pont Confddcration
re l ian t  I ' l l e -du-Pr ince-Edouard  au  Nouvcau-Brunswick .

Les contr ibutions de Don ir la profcssion ct d I 'essor dc la
giotechnique au Canada ont i te imrnenscs non sculcntent cn
raison du nombre de projets sur lcsqucls i l  a travai l lc mais
aussi de la l 'agon dont i l  guidait  ses col ldgues. En clTct, lc
partage et I ' inculcation dc savoir dtaicnt trds inrportants pour
Don. De lbit ,  on dirait  moins qu'on travai l lai t  <pour> Don
qu'on travai l lai t  <avec> lui.  De nombreux inginicurs ont lai t
6tat de I 'honneur, du plaisir,  de la grat i tude et dc la chancc
d'avoir c6toy6 Don et d'avoir travai l ld avcc lui.  Don dtait  un
chercheur passionnd dont I 'espri t  i tai t  constamlncnt occupc
par le comportement des sols. l l  remettait  tout en question,
non parce qu' i l  s 'opposait au progrds mais parcc qu' i l  ddsi-
rait  que toute d6cision repose sur une sol idc assisc : i l  lui
fal lai t  toujours €tre absolument certain dc la sol iditd et de
l ' intdgri t6 d'un ouvrage.

Don a enrichi le domainc autrelncnt que par son travai l .  I l
a sidg6 auprds de divers comitds du sccteur gdotcchnique et
a contribu6 intensdment d la Revue canadienne de geotech-
nique.l l  a en effet dtd un des fondateurs de la Rcvue, son di-
recteur scienti f ique associd pendant I  I  ans et son dirccteur
scienti f ique de 1975 d 1980. Don s'cst toujours ntontre sin-
cdrement intdressd au bien-€tre de la Revue. C'est en grande
part ie d lui que I 'on doit l 'or ientat ion dc la rddaction vers
l 'aspect prat ique des art icles et la publ icat ion dc dossiers
d' intdrdt direct pour les ing6nieurs-conceptcurs.

Don Bazett nous manquera dnomrement, non seulernent
pour ses contr ibutions professionnelles ntais aussi pour sa
sincdritd, sa chaleur. son honnetetd et son intdsri td.
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